
 
 

 

 

Press release  
 

A new era for the automated line 4 in Paris! 
 

[Paris, 25 January 2024] - The second busiest metro line in the Parisian network entered 

a new era. Line 4, which is over a hundred years old, is the second Paris metro line to be 

automated without any major interruption to traffic. The completion of this major 

modernisation project, the only one of its kind in the world, comes six months before Paris 

will host the Olympic and Paralympic Games. This will enable all visitors to the city to 

benefit from its advantages. 

 
Line 4 is a north south axis of the Parisian network, carrying 700 000 commuters every day to some of 

the cities important and busiest precincts as well as tourist destinations, which were the key reasons 

for its automatisation. This major technical feat which provides the city and users a host of advantages 

has been met thanks to the expertise of RATP Group:  

• Increased passenger capacity; 

• Real-time service adaptability; 

• Reduced intervals between trains; 

• Improved safety and regularity; 

• Greater availability of staff on the ground to assist the passengers; 

• Increased capacity for a rapid response if the need arises. 

 

Along with Line 1, Line 4 is the second line in the metro network to be automated, while the line 

remained fully operational. The cost of automating Line 4 came to approximately €480 million totally 

financed by Ile-de-France Mobilités, the public transit authority in the Greater Paris region.  

 
Automation: an area of expertise for RATP Group, world leader in the automation of existing 
lines 
 

From 2016, the extensive works required for the automation of metro line 4 have been carried out with 

service continuity guaranteed and without major interruption to traffic, which was the case in the 

automation of Line 1. This expertise is unique in the world, making the RATP Group a leader in 

automated metro systems.  

The second busiest line in the network is changing scale to enable the introduction of a progressively 

renewed service and optimise the public transit offer in the run-up to the Olympic and Paralympic 

Games! 

 

The modernization of metro line 4: a technical feat 

 

Extended with the opening of two new stations in January 2022, Line 4 has undergone an 
unprecedented modernisation program over the past six years. In an impressive technical feat, 
passenger safety and train traffic were maintained, while platforms were raised and reinforced to 
accommodate the automated rolling stock.  



 
 

 

This then paved the way for the installation of more than five kilometers of automatic platform 
screen doors (safety doors) across 29 stations ensuring optimised passenger safety and service, as 
well as contributing to the excellent performance levels of our automated metro lines. The platform 
screen door facades also provide passengers clear and precise information with built-in screens 
displaying waiting times for the next two trains as well as traffic-related messages in real-time.  

  

A truly company-wide undertaking, this modernisation project involved all RATP's engineering, 
operations, and maintenance departments. What's more, companies chosen to carry out works 
provided thousands of local jobs as well as further honing the expertise of some of France's leading 
companies in this field. 
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About RATP Dev   

RATP Dev is a subsidiary of the RATP Group, the world's third largest urban transportation operator. Day in, day out, all over 
the world, we design, operate, and maintain public transit networks of automated metros, bus, tramway and other modes. 
With 70 years of expertise in the Paris mass-transit network combined with international experience in various regions and 
cultures around the globe, we offer our customers and their passengers customized mobility solutions, adapted to the specific 
challenges of each city.  

Our 24,000 employees, in 15 countries and over 100 subsidiaries, are committed with passion, determination, boldness, and 
transparency to ensuring the daily transportation of passengers, connecting communities, promoting useful and meaningful 
innovation, and contributing responsibly to economic and social development. 

Because public transit makes sense for the planet, communities, regions, and everyday life, we dedicate every day to better 
city living. 
www.ratpdev.com   
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